
Who we are 
We are a group of volunteers who form to be the Management Committee 
in charge of the day to day running of the Wheatsheaf Community Centre. 

The Management Committee is mostly made up from representatives 
from Mawbey Brough and Wyvil Estates, user groups and other local 
residents.  

We are always looking for more volunteers so if you are interested, please 
contact us on the details below.  

Contact Us 
We are situated between Stockwell and Vauxhall and are 5 minutes away 
from both Tube/Train stations.  

Wheatsheaf Lane, 
off South Lambeth Road 
London 
SW8 2UP 

Phone: 020 7498 8984 
Email: wheatsheafcommunityhall@gmail.com 
Web: wheatsheafhall.org.uk 
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  Community Centre 
Restoration 

 
 

The Wheatsheaf Hall underwent restoration 
by architects Bretheton Riley, builders 
J.C.Mather from 1986-1987. On Saturday 7th 
May 1988, the Wheatsheaf Community 
Centre was opened by the Mayor of Lambeth 
Councillor Brian Hodge. 

Current use 

 
 

Our small hall has a tall arched wooden beam 
ceiling.  It has capacity for 30 people and is 
commonly used for keep-fit classes, Jujitsu, 
Meetings, Faith groups, Yoga/Meditation 
groups and many more. 

 

 
 

The Main hall has a tall London roof and is 
surrounded by a wooden balcony. It has 
capacity for 120 seated but up to 160 seated 
theater style. We have many Wedding 
receptions, anniversary and birthday parties 
here. It is also regularly used by In Harmony 
Lambeth, a children’s orchestra, multiple 
Choirs, Zumba, Orchestra’s, plus many more.  
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Wheatsheaf Hall 1946-1984 
On Thursday 12th September 1946, The Hall was the subject of a 
Lambeth Council’s Housing Report. The Council proposed that the 
Wheatsheaf Hall should be ‘acquired’ for £3,000 ‘for social purposes’. 

The Council however rented the hall out to businesses and in 1956, 
AYLOTT & LILLIE LTD, used the hall for storage and offices. 

From 5th April 1957, MORTONS PAPER SALES LTD used the 
Wheatsheaf Hall as a printing factory. People in the local area 
(especially children) used to come to the factory and they were given 
paper.  

“What a magnificent building, surely 
we can’t allow them to knock this 
down. Why not use this as a 
community hall?” 

Grade II Listing 
In 1975, the local Stockwell and Vauxhall neighborhood council saved 
the building from demolition and got it grading as a building of 
architectural interest. On 10th November 1975, the Wheatsheaf Hall 
was given its Grade II listed status.  

Shortly after the Wheatsheaf hall being given its Grade II Listing, 
Lambeth council put in a temporary tenant namely Cinebuild LTD. In 
1981, the Council issued a Notice to Quit to the tenant Cinebuild LTD 
as they wanted to give the building back to the local community. 
Cinebuild LTD contested this Notice to Quit and the Council took them 
to Court. The legal process took until December 1984, when the 
Council finally won the case. 

  Brief history 
Mr. William Sproston Caine 

 
 

Mr. W S Caine was born on 26th March 1842 
at Seacombe, Cheshire. He was the eldest 
surviving son of Nathaniel Caine, a metal 
merchant and entered his father’s business in 
1861. Caine was brought up as a Baptist 
under the ministry of Hugh Stowell Brown, 
whose daughter Alice married Caine in 1868; 
they had two sons and three daughters. He 
soon after became interested in the 
Temperance Movement, and joined the 
Liverpool Temperance and Band of Hope 
Union, also becoming chairman of the 
Popular Control and Licensing Reform 
Association. In 1873, he was elected vice-
president of the United Kingdom Alliance. He 
was also president of the Baptist Total 
Abstinence Society, the Congregational 
Temperance Society, the British Temperance 
League, and the National Temperance 
Federation. 

Member of Parliament 

 
 

Caine first became interested in running for 
parliament in 1873 to advance his 
temperance views, and unsuccessfully 
contested Liverpool in 1873 and 1874 for the 
Liberal Party. In 1880, he was returned for 
Scarborough and, identifying with the 
extreme radical side, began pushing his 
views on temperance onto the house of  
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commons. In 1884, he was made Civil Lord of the Admiralty in 
succession to Thomas Brassey, retaining his seat in parliament through 
the necessary by-election but losing in the 1885 general election. 

Due to his opposition to alcohol he was praised by Gandhi. It has been 
suggested that Caine was the model for the story “The Enlightenments 
of Pagett, M.P.” by Rudyard Kipling. 

“Does the House of Commons represent 
the people?” 

Wheatsheaf Mission Hall 
In 1884, Mr. Caine purchase Lemon cottage on Wheatsheaf lane and 
converted it into a Mission hall. At that time, the Wheatsheaf lane was a 
real country lane running through cornfields from South Lambeth Road. 
Mr. Caine used the Wheatsheaf hall for church services and the first 
service was held on February 3rd 1884 when Mr. Caine had an audience 
of seventeen people. He then added Sunday-school, Bible classes, 
Temperance Society, Band of Hope and a Free Library and Reading 
room.  

Mr. Caine built an extension to the Wheatsheaf hall in a little garden 
behind at a cost of £500. In November 1884, Mr. Caine opened the first 
Free Library in Lambeth, with 1000 well-selected books in one of the 
rooms of the hall. Mr. A Appleby, with a competent staff of voluntary 
helpers, undertook the work of Librarian. During its first year nearly 
7000 books were issued, and the demand became such that it became 
necessary to increase the number of books to 4000 and rent a house in 
South Lambeth Road at £50 a year to hold them. In 1886, the movement 
in favour of the adoption of the Free  
Libraries act for Lambeth resulted in a vote in its favour, and the 
commissioners appointed, of whom I was one, took over our Library and  

  Reading room. Mr. Henry Tate, who has been such a generous friend to 
South London, built the first public Library under the Act in South 
Lambeth Road. 

“Don’t Forget the Mission” 

 
Rev James Guinness Rogers 

 
Mrs. W S Caine 

 

      

 

 

In 1894, the London Congregational Union 
voted £400 towards the building fund, and 
Mr. Caine handed over the land and building 
to a trust of the Congregational Union. 

On July 4th 1896, the foundation- stones of 
the present structure were laid by Rev James 
Guinness Rogers and Mrs. W S Caine. The 
opening ceremonies began on November 11th 
1896 when, quite appropriately, the Rev 
Andrew Mearns took a prominent part. 

Up to within a few days of Mr. W S Caine’s 
death, he continued to attend meetings and 
conduct services, in one or other of the halls. 
In one of the intervals of peace during his last 
days, he asked Mrs. Caine not to forget the 
Wheatsheaf Hall. Its interests lay nearest his 
heart of all the good works he had engaged 
in, and it was his one request, a request not 
forgotten. In 1895, Mr. Oliver Millard was 
appointed co-pastor with Mr. Caine and since 
the latter’s death on 17th March 1903, has 
remained in sole charge. Mrs. W S Caine sadly 
passed away on 28th January 1918 and the 
Wheatsheaf hall stayed as a mission hall until 
1939 after which it stayed derelict for several 
years. 
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